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PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
 
2002-present Distinguished Lecturer , Depts. of Communications &  Political Science, 

Simmons College, Boston. Courses: Writing & Editing Across the Media, 
Journalism, Feature Writing, African Government & Politics, Women in Post-
Apartheid South Africa, Human Rights in South Africa. 

 
1990-02 Independent Journalist/Consultant in Afr ica, Middle East, &  Central 

Amer ica. Reported for Africa News, African Farmer, BBC World & Africa 
Services, Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, Guardian, Independent, 
In These Times, LA Times, Miami Herald, Middle East International, Monitor 
Radio, The Nation, Pacific News Service. Photographs distributed by Impact 
Visuals and The Image Works. 

 
1993-97 Adjunct Professor, Depts. of Communications and Sociology, 

Simmons College, Boston. Courses: Journalism, Feature Writing, Third 
World Societies. 

 
1983-90 Executive Director, Grassroots International, Cambr idge, Mass. 

Founded and managed a nonprofit agency with an FY1990 budget of $2 
million, providing aid to Africa, the Middle East and the Philippines. 
Articles published in Christian Science Monitor, Dollars & Sense, 
Guardian, Miami Herald, Observer (London), Orlando Sentinel, 
Philadelphia Inquirer, Spin, Toronto Globe & Mail, Wall Street Journal. 

 
1982-83 Middle East Projects Officer , Oxfam Amer ica, Boston, Mass. 

Designed and managed an emergency program with a $500,000 budget. 
Articles published in Guardian, International Herald Tribune, Toronto 
Globe & Mail, Washington Post. 

 
1975-82 Independent Journalist/Photographer in Afr ica and Middle East. 

Reported for Africa News, Aftenposten, Allgemein Dagblatt, Associated 
Press, Australian Broadcasting Corporation, BBC World & Africa 
Services, Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, Financial Times, 
Guardian, Irish Times, Le Monde, Miami Herald, The Nation, New 
Statesman, Observer, Pacifica Radio, La Repubblica, Reuters, Sudanow, 
Time, Toronto Globe & Mail, Trouw, Voice of America, Vrij Nederland, 
Washington Post, Washington Star. Photographs distributed by Gamma-
Liaison & Camera Press. 



CONSULTANCIES 
 
Dept. of State, Washington, D.C.: participated in seminar on “Radical Islam & Terrorism 

in Africa,” Feb. 2007; participated in seminar for newly appointed U.S. ambassador to 
Djibouti, Aug. 2006; led a seminar on the prospects for war in northeast Sudan, May 
2006; led a seminar on the potential for terrorism in Eritrea, Dec. 2004; participated in a 
seminar on Eritrea for newly appointed U.S. ambassador, May 2004.  

 
U.N. Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum, N.Y.: participated in seminar on Eritrea and 

Sudan, May 2006. 
 
Freedom House, Washington, D.C.: prepared assessment of civil rights and democratic 

governance in Eritrea for Countries at the Crossroads survey, Sept.-Dec. 2004. 
 
Er itrean Human Resource Development Program, Asmara, Er itrea: drafted a country 

handbook and trained journalists for Ministry of Information, Jan. 2001–June 2002. 
 
National Union of Er itrean Women, Asmara, Er itrea: organized and edited 

proceedings from 20th anniversary congress for 2002 publication, Sept.-Dec. 2001. 
 
Grassroots International, Boston, Mass.: monitored Eritrea program, Feb. 2002; 

oriented new Program Coordinator, Eritrea, Dec. 1999; evaluated Eritrea program, 
Feb. 1999; trained Program Coordinator, Eritrea, July 1998; evaluated South Africa 
program, Feb.-March 1995; trained Program Coordinator, West Bank & Gaza, June 
1994; oriented Executive Director, West Bank & Gaza and Eritrea, Nov. 1992; 
trained Program Coordinator, April-May 1992. 

 
U.S. Committee for Refugees, Washington, D.C.: researched and wrote report on 

refugee repatriation from Sudan to Eritrea, Eritrea, Feb.-March, May-June 2001. 
 
Oxfam Amer ica, Boston, Mass.: assisted with preparation of Horn of Africa strategy, 

Nov.-Dec. 1998; field research for HoA program, Feb.-March 1999. 
 
World Learning, Washington, D.C.: assisted preparation of Horn of Africa proposal for 

US/AID, March 1998. 
 
Human Rights Watch, N.Y., N.Y.: researched the arms trade in the Horn of Africa, 

Aug. 1996-April 1998. 
 
Black Side, Boston, Mass.: screened film footage and advised film series producers for 

“Hopes on the Horizon: The Africa Media Project, Dec. 1997.” 
 
Alternatives, Montreal: evaluated NGO networking program, Eritrea, March 1996. 
 
One Wor ld Action, London: drafted proposal for Health Station in Eritrea, Nov. 1995; 

evaluated community-based health education project, Eritrea, Oct. 1994. 



 
Ministry of Information &  Culture, Asmara, Eritrea: two-week seminar in “Techniques of 

Journalism & the Role of Journalists in a Democratic Society,” Oct. 1994. 
 
Appropr iate Technologies International, Washington, D.C.: formulated project for 

training women in oil-seed processing, Asmara, Eritrea, Sept. 1994; conducted 
feasibility study, Eritrea, Feb. 1994. 

 
Food &  Agriculture Organization/UN, Rome: Drafted chapter on socio-economic & 

gender aspects of participatory development for field manual, Dec. 1993-July 1994. 
 
International Physicians to Prevent Nuclear War, Cambr idge, Mass.: Designed 

program for third world participation in IPPNW, July 1993-Feb. 1994. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
Women-to-Women: Young Americans in South Africa. Editor. Trenton, N.J.: Africa 
World Press, 2006. 
 
Conversations with Eritrean Political Prisoners. Trenton, N.J.: Red Sea Press, 2004. 
 
Building a New Nation: Collected Articles on the Eritrean Revolution (1983-2002), vol. 
2. Trenton, NJ: Red Sea Press, 2004. 
 
Taking on the Superpowers: Collected Articles on the Eritrean Revolution (1976-1983), 
vol. 1. Trenton, NJ: Red Sea Press, 2003. 
 
Rethinking Revolution: New Strategies for Democracy & Social Justice: The Experiences 
of Eritrea, South Africa, Palestine & Nicaragua. Trenton, NJ: Red Sea Press, 2002. 
 
Eritrea: A Country Handbook. Asmara, Eritrea: Ministry of Information, 2002. 
 
The Proceedings of the 20th Anniversary Conference of the National Union of Eritrean 
Women: November 27-29, 1999. Editor & Contributor. Asmara: NUEW, 2002. 
 
Against All Odds: A Chronicle of the Eritrean Revolution. Trenton, N.J.: Red Sea Press, 
1993, 1997. 
 
State of the Peoples. Editor for North Africa & Middle East. Boston, Mass.: Beacon 
Press, 1993. 
 
 
 



Reports &  Special Publications 
 
Getting Home Is Only Half the Challenge: Refugee Reintegration in War-Ravaged 
Eritrea. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Committee for Refugees, 2001. 
 
Global Trade, Local Impact: Arms Transfers to all Sides in the Civil War in Sudan. New 
York: Human Rights Watch, August 1998. 
 
Six Million Dispossessed in the Horn: A White Paper. Editor and Main Contributor. 
Special issue, Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1, 1981. 
 
Chapters in Books 
 
“Eritrea” in Global Perspectives on the United States: A Nation by Nation Survey, Great 
Barrington, Mass.: Berkshire Publishing Group, forthcoming 2006. 
 
 “Eritrea: On a Slow Fuse” in Combating Terrorism in the Horn of Africa, Washington, 
D.C.: Brookings Institution, 2005. 
 
 “Eritrea” in Countries at the Crossroads 2005, New York: Freedom House Books, 2005. 
 
“De har kramat friheten ur befrielsen” [“They squeezed the 'liberty' out of liberation”] in 
Dawit och friheten: om den svenske samvetsfŒngen och Eritreas instŠllda 
demokratisering, Johan Karlsson & Rickard Sjöberg, eds., Stockholm: Swedish 
International Liberal Centre, 2005. 
 
“Women, Gender And Public Office: Eritrea” in The Encyclopedia of Women and 
Islamic Cultures, Suad Joseph, ed., Amsterdam: Brill Academic Publishers, 2004. 
 
“Introduction” in Alemseged Tesfai, Two Weeks in the Trenches, Trenton, N.J.: Red Sea 
Press, 2002. 
 
“Africa’s New Bloc” in Nelson Mandela et al., The United States and Africa, New York: 
Council on Foreign Relations, 2001. 
 
“Strategies for Change: Women in Eritrea and South Africa” in Diana Fox, ed., Women's 
Rights as Human Rights: Activism and Social Change in Africa, Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin 
Mellen Press, 2000. 
 
“Participatory Development: an approach sensitive to class and gender” in Dorienne 
Rowan-Campbell, ed., Development with Women, Oxford, U.K.: Oxfam Books, 1999. 
 
“From Alliance to the Brink of All-Out War: Explaining the Eritrea-Ethiopia Border 
Crisis” in Dr. F. Jeffress Ramsay, ed., Global Studies: Africa (8th edition), New York: 
Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 1999. 
 



“Eritrea: An Island of Stability in Strife-Filled Africa” in Global Studies: Africa, 
Guilford, Conn.: Brown & Benchmark, 1995. 
 
“Introduction” in James Firebrace and Stuart Holland, Never Kneel Down: Drought, 
Development and Liberation in Eritrea, Trenton, N.J.: Red Sea Press, 1985. 
 
“The Changing Situation in Eritrea” in Basil Davidson, Lionel Cliff, Bereket Habte 
Selassie, eds., Behind the War in Eritrea, London: Spokesman Books, 1980. 
 
Ar ticles in Magazines and Journals 
 
2007 “War and Peace in Sudan: The Case of the Bejas,” Crisis in the Horn of Africa, 

SSRC (available at http://hornofafrica.ssrc.org/Connell). 
 
2006 “He didn’t do it for them,” Middle East Report, no. 238 (spring). 
 
2005  “Redeeming the Failed Promise of Democracy in Eritrea,” Race & Class, vol. 46, 

no. 4 (April-June). 
 
2004 “Eritrea/Ethiopia War Looms Washington Watches & Waits,” Foreign Policy In 

Focus, Albuquerque, N.M. (Jan. 23). 
 
2003 “Peace in Sudan: Prospect or Pipe Dream?” Middle East Report, no. 228 (Fall). 
 
2001 “Inside the EPLF: The Role of the People’s Party in the Liberation of Eritrea,” 

Review of African Political Economy, no. 89 (Sept.) 
 
2000 Sudan: Recasting U.S. Policy. Albuquerque, N.M.: Interhemispheric Resource 

Center & Institute for Policy Studies, Foreign Policy In Focus, vol. 5, no. 40, 
(Nov.). 

 
“Women in Nuba Mountains: Activists or Beneficiaries?” The Women Today 
(Nairobi), no. 18 (July-Aug.). 

 
“Today's Costliest Civil War: My Trek with the Rebels of Sudan,” The 
Progressive, vol. 64, no. 6 (June). 

 
 “The Importance of Self-Reliance: NGOs and Democracy-building in Eritrea, 

Middle East Report , no. 214 (spring). 
 
 “Eritreans Try to Control NGOs,” The Women Today (Nairobi), no. 16 (March-

April). 
 
 “Confronting FGM in Eritrea,” The Women Today (Nairobi), no. 16 (March-April). 
 
 



1999 “What’s New in the New Sudan,” Middle East Report, no. 212 (fall). 
 
“Against More Odds: The Second Siege of Eritrea,” Eritrean Studies Review, vol. 
3, no. 2. 
 “Thoughts on East Timor & Eritrea,” The Progressive Response, vol. 3, no. 33 
(Sept.) 
 
“Shootout in the Horn of Africa: A View from Eritrea,” Middle East Report, no. 
210 (spring). 
 
“Libérer l’Erythrée, un processus inachevé,” Vivant Univers (Belgium), no. 439 
(Jan.-Feb.). 
 

1998 “From Alliance to the Brink of All-Out War: Explaining the Eritrea-Ethiopia 
Border Crisis,” Middle East Report, no. 208 (fall). 
 
“Strategies for Change: Women & Politics in Eritrea & South Africa,” Review of 
African Political Economy, no. 76 (June) 
 
“Africa’s New Bloc,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 77, no. 2 (March-April), New York, 
N.Y. 
 

1997 Foreign Policy In Focus: Eritrea. Albuquerque, N.M.: Interhemispheric Resource 
Center & Institute for Policy Studies, vol. 2, no. 45 (Sept.). 

 
Foreign Policy In Focus: Sudan. Albuquerque, NM: Interhemispheric Resource 
Center & Institute for Policy Studies, vol. 2, no. 41 (Aug.). 

 
“Participatory Development: An Approach Sensitive to Class & Gender,” 
Development in Practice, vol. 7, no. 3 (Aug.), Oxford, UK. 
 
“After the Shooting Stops: Revolution in Postwar Eritrea,” Race & Class, vol. 38, 
no. 4 (spring). 
 
“New Challenges in Postwar Eritrea,” Eritrean Studies Review, vol. 2, no. 1 
(spring). 
 
“Sudan Update: Political Islam Under Attack,” Middle East Report, no. 202 (winter). 

 
1995 “Engendering the Left: The Rise of Third World Women’s Movements,” Dollars 

& Sense (Nov. 1995), Somerville, Mass. 
 

“Palestinian Women Refuse to Wait for Rights,” Agenda, no. 25 (fall), Durban, 
S.A. 
 



 “Looking at Post-Apartheid South Africa: What’s Left of the Grassroots Left,” 
Against the Current, no. 58 (Sept./Oct.), Detroit, MI. 
 
“Beyond Famine,” In Context, no. 42 (Fall), Bainbridge Island, WA. 
 
“Eritrea: Starting from Scratch,” Monthly Review, vol. 47, no. 4 (Sept.), New York. 
 
“Palestine: Crisis in the National Movement,” Links, no. 5 (Aug.-Oct.), Sydney. 
 
“Palestine on the Edge,” Middle East Report, no. 194/5 (May-Aug.), Washington, DC. 
 
“What’s Left of the South African Left?” Southern Africa Report, vol. 10, no. 4, Toronto. 
 

1993 “Eritrea: A Revolution in Process,” Monthly Review, vol. 45, no. 3 (July-Aug.). 
 

1987 “Alignments in the Horn: War Reshuffles the Deck,” Middle East Report, no. 145 
(March-April). 
 

1982 “The Lebanon War: A Strategy Much Like Vietnam,” MERIP Reports, no. 
108/109 (Sept.-Oct.). 
 
“The Horn of Africa: War Crisis Escalates,” MERIP Reports, no. 106 (June). 
 

1981 “Eritrea: War and Drought,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1. 
 
“Ethiopia: Conquest and Terror,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1. 
 
“Kenya & Djibouti: Politics and Economics,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1. 
 
“Somalia: One in Three a Refugee,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1. 
 
“Sudan: The Business of Relief,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 4, no. 1. 
 
“The War That Won’t Go Away,” Africa Today, 4th Quarter. 
 

1980  “Repression as a Way of Life,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 3, no. 2. 
 
“The Birth of the Eritrean Nation,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 3, no. 1. 

 
1979 “Eritrea: The Politics of Refugees,” Horn of Africa Journal, vol. 2, no. 4. 
 
 
INVITED LECTURES 
 
2006 “War and Peace in Sudan: The Case of the Bejas,” African Studies Association, San 

Francisco (Nov. 16).  



 
“Human Rights in Eritrea,” Priority Africa Network, Berkeley, Calif. (Nov. 16). 
 
“The Roots of Genocide in Sudan,” Simmons College, Boston (April 26). 

 
 “Redeeming the Failed Democracy in Eritrea,” Gloucester High School (March 10); 

Cape Ann Forum, Gloucester, Mass. (April 9). 
 
 “Sudan: The danger of war in the East,” conference on War and Peace in the Sudan, 

JFK School of Government, Cambridge, Mass. (March 3). 
 
2005 “Redeeming the Failed Promise of Democracy in Eritrea,” University of 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, S.A. (March 8, May 19); University of Cape Town, 
Cape Town, S.A. (March 10); Iziko (S.A. Museum), Cape Town, S.A. (May 26); 
Symposium on Human Rights and Democracy in Eritrea, EHDR, London (Sept. 19). 

 
2004 “Eritrea: On a Slow Fuse,” conference on Examining the ÔBastionsÕ Of Terror: 

Governance And Policy In Yemen and the Horn Of Africa, JFK School of 
Government, Cambridge, Mass. (Nov. 5). 

 
 “Redeeming the Failed Promise of Democracy in Eritrea” Eritrean Public Forum, 

Washington, D.C. (Jan. 31); EPF, Oakland, Calif. (Feb. 8),; Institute for African 
Development, Cornell U., Ithaca, N.Y. (Feb. 19); EPF, Dallas (Feb. 21); EPF, 
New York (March 28); EPF, Boston (July 18); World Fellowship Center, 
Conway, N.H. (Aug. 10); African Studies Association, New Orleans, La. (Nov. 
13); Center for Strategic & Int’l Studies, Washington, D.C. (Dec. 13). 

 
 “Eritrea and the International Media” at a board-sponsored journalists roundtable 

on Covering Africa for the North American Media, African Studies Association, 
New Orleans, La. (Nov. 12). 

 
“Eritrea, Ethiopia & U.S. Policy,” Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, D.C., 
(Jan. 20). 
 

2003 “Enough! A Critique of Eritrea’s Post-Liberation Politics,” Eritrean Studies 
Association, Cambridge, Mass. (Nov. 1). 

 
“Political Islam in Sudan: The Search for a Democratic Alternative,” World 
Affairs Council, Salem, Mass. (Feb. 20). 

 
“War in Iraq: How Does it Affect US?” Simmons College, Boston (March 20). 

 
2002 “Why Do They Hate US? The Roots of Terrorism,” Dedham Community House, 

Dedham, Mass. (Sept. 26). 
 



“Rethinking Revolution: New Strategies for Democracy & Social Justice,” 
Rutgers University (April 15); Khormilay, rebel-held NE Sudan (June 2); Clark 
University, Worchester, Mass. (Oct. 3). 

 
“Dangers of a Widening War: East African Perspectives,” Cape Ann Forum, 
Gloucester, Mass. (March 17); AFSC, Cambridge, Mass. (March 20). 

 
“Eritrea’s Past, Eritrea’s Future: Continuing Struggle,” NUEYS, Asmara (Feb. 28). 

 
2001 “Rethinking Revolution: New Strategies for Democracy & Social Justice,” 

Institute for Peace & Justice, USD, San Diego (Dec. 4). 
 

“The Saudi Connection: Source of Oil, Source of Terror,” Cape Ann Forum, 
Gloucester, Mass. (Nov. 11). 

 
“Terrorism: Perception & Reality,” Cape Ann Forum, Gloucester, Mass. (Oct. 
14.), Manchester Public Library, Manchester, Mass. (Nov. 8). 
 
“Why Do They Hate US? The Roots of Terrorism,” Cape Ann Forum, Gloucester, 
Mass. (Sept. 24.), Ipswich Town Hall, Ipswich, Mass. (Oct. 11). 

 
“Inside the EPLF: The Origins of the ‘People’s Party’ & its Role in the Liberation 
of Eritrea” at the Eritrean Studies Association conference, Asmara (July 25). 

 
“The Liberation, Development & Defense of Eritrea,” Rotary Int'l (Apri19), 
NCEW Conference Center (May 16), U. of Asmara (May 21), Asmara. 

 
 1999 “Gender Justice: Women & Revolution in Eritrea, South Africa, Palestine & 

Nicaragua” at NUEW 20th anniversary Gender Perspectives conference, Asmara 
(Nov. 29). 

 
“Africa’s New Leaders: Prospects & Problems,” World Affairs Council, 
Savannah, (May 20). 
 
“NGOs and the Struggle for Rights” at a conference on Human Rights: Changes 
& Challenges, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, (April 30). 

 
1998 “Terrorism: Where does it come from? What can we do about it?” at Salem State 

College (Nov. 19) & Independent Christian Church, Gloucester, Mass. (Sept. 27). 
 

“The Challenge to Political Islam in Sudan: A New Democratic Alternative” at U. 
Mass—Amherst (Nov. 17). 
 
“Waging Peace: The Eritrea-Ethiopia Conflict” at IPS, Washington, DC (Oct.16). 
 



1997 “Engendering the Political Movements in Eritrea & South Africa” at Mass. 
College of Liberal Arts, N. Adams, Mass. (Dec. 6). 
 
“Beyond Colonialism and the Cold War: A New Democratic Trend in Africa” at 
U. Mass—Boston (Sept. 30). 
 
“The Challenge to Political Islam in Sudan: A New Democratic Alternative” at 
Wellfleet Public Library, Wellfleet, Mass. (July 31), Sawyer Free Library, 
Gloucester, Mass. (Sept. 4). 
 

1996 “The Struggle for Democracy in Post-Apartheid South Africa” at Wellfleet Public 
Library, Wellfleet, Mass. (July 8). 
 
“Developing Democracy in Postwar Eritrea” at Sawyer Free Library, (Feb. 14), 
EPYC (June 23) & artspace (Dec. 4), Gloucester, Mass. 
 

1995 “Foreign Aid: What Works, What Doesn’t” at a symposium on foreign aid 
sponsored by National Planning Association and US/AID, Boston (Nov. 16). 
 
“Democracy & Development in Eritrea” at University of Natal, S.A. (Feb. 20); 
University of Western Cape, S.A. (March 9); University of Central America, 
Managua (May 16). 
 
“The Problem of Democracy in the Palestinian National Movement” at Brandeis 
University, Waltham, Mass. (April 4). 
 
“Covering the War in Eritrea” at Simmons College, Boston, Mass. (April 4). 
 
“Rethinking Revolution in Palestine and Eritrea” at IPS, Washington, DC (Feb. 23). 
 

1994 “Democracy & Development in Eritrea” at the Center for Peace and Democracy, 
Jerusalem (Nov. 26); Birzeit U., Ramallah (Dec. 6) and Al-Haq, Ramallah (Dec. 7). 
 
“The Politics of Plunder in the Philippines” at the U. of Asmara, Eritrea (Oct. 27). 
 
“Post-Revolutionary Nicaragua” at the U. of Asmara, Eritrea (Feb. 16). 

 
1977-93   Numerous lectures on war and peace issues, roots of famine, democracy and 

development in the third world. 
 
 
MEDIA INTERVIEWS 
 
2007  “The Morning Show,” 104FM, Kingston, Jamaica (25); Mshale, Minneapolis 

(Feb. 5); Gloucester Daily Times (Feb. 8); Vanity Fair (March 21).  
 



2006 Handelsblatt, Amsterdam (Feb.3); Gloucester Daily Times (Feb. 9, March 9, May 
17); The New Republic (March 2); Wall St. Journal (March 16); Die Zeit, Berlin 
(March 17); “Focus on Empowerment,” WBNW, Needham, Mass. (April 21); 
Reuters, Nairobi (June 20); Committee to Protect Journalists (July 21); “The 
Breakfast Club,” Kingston, Jamaica (Aug. 10); KPFA, Berkeley, Calif. (Aug. 10); 
Reuters, Asmara (Nov. 20). 

 
2005 Gloucester Daily Times (Feb. 10); Asmarino.com (Feb. 12); Boston Globe (May 17); 

“The World,” WGBH/BBC (July 5). 
 
2004 Asmarino.com (Feb. 3); Radio France Int’l (March 3). 
 
2003 Press-Enterprise, Riverside, CA (Jan. 16); UN Integrated Regional Information 

Network, Nairobi (Jan. 21, May 20); Australian Broadcasting Co. (Nov. 5); 
Asmarino.com (Nov. 13). 

 
2002 Eritrea Profile, Asmara (Feb. 19); ERI-TV, Dimtsi Hafash (radio), Reuters, 

Asmara (Feb. 28); “Africa Today,” KPFA, Berkeley (April 22); WBEZ, Chicago 
Public Radio (July 23), VOA, Washington, DC (July 26); NPR, Nairobi (Dec. 3). 

 
2001 Eritrea Profile [Asmara] (Jan. 26, May 12); ERI-TV, (May 15); Dimtsi Hafash (May 

17); MaQaleh (June 6); Hadas Eritrea, Setit, Eritrea Profile, Dimtsi Hafash (Aug. 
23); AFP (Aug. 24); Gloucester Daily Times (Sept. 21, 24); Asmarino.com (Oct. 
10,11,12); Boston Globe (Nov. 6).  

 
2000 Rainbow Weekly, Asmara (March 22); AFP, (March 30); Radio Netherlands 

(March 31); BBC Focus on Africa (April 4); “Voice of Eritrea,” CKDP (April 
16); Radio Exterior España [VOA] (May 18); “World View,” Chicago Public 
Radio (June 19); “Africa Today,” KPFA, Berkeley (June 23); VOA (July 27). 

 
1999 ERI-TV (Feb. 5); Setit (Feb. 5); “Making Contact,” KPFK, Los Angeles (March 2); 

“Morning Edition,” NPR (March 5); “Marketplace,” NPR (May 24); “Africa Today,” 
KPFA, Berkeley (June 3); “The World,” NPR (July 27); The Boston Globe (Aug. 8); 
"Amandla," CKUT, Montreal (Aug. 10); “The Connection,” PRI, Boston (Aug. 16); 
“Africa Today,” KPFA, Berkeley (Aug. 16). 

 
1998 The Washington Post (Aug. 20, 24); “The Connection,” PRI, Boston (Aug. 21); 

“Morning News,” KPFA, Berkeley (Aug. 21, 24); “The World Today,” BBC 
World Service (Aug. 24); UPI, Washington (Aug. 24); Wisconsin Public Radio 
(Aug. 26); Time (Aug. 26); “Boston Common,” WHDH-TV, Boston (Aug. 29); 
Radio France International, Paris (Sept. 2). 

 
1977-97    More than 150 interviews, including CBS-TV’s “Evening News,” ABC-TV’s 

“Good Morning America,” NPR’s “All Things Considered” and “Weekend Edition,” 
BBC World Service’s “Morning News” and Monitor TV’s “Evening News.” 

 



 
EDUCATION 
 
M.A. English, 1969, University at Buffalo, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Thesis: “The Politics of As You Like It” 
 
B.A. English, 1966, Hobart College, Geneva, N.Y. 
 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
Writer’s Residency, Anam Cara, West Cork, Ireland, June 2006. 
 
Dean’s Award for Exceptional Undergraduate Teaching, Simmons College, Boston, 2005. 
 
Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures (EWIC) Scholars Database, 2005-present. 
 
Roster of experts, African Center for Strategic Studies, National Defense University, 
Washington, D.C., 2004-present. 
 
Roster of Experts, U.S. Foreign Policy in Focus, Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, 
D.C., 1998-present. 
 
Writer’s Residency, Mesa Refuge, Point Reyes, Calif., May 2004. 
 
Writer’s Residencies, Blue Mountain Center, Blue Mountain Lake, N.Y., June 2003, June 
1999, June 1998, Oct. 1997, Aug. 1995. 
 
Nominee for the 2003 Perdita Huston Human Rights Award. 
 
Writing & Research Grant in Global Security & Sustainability, John D. & Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, Ill., Jan. 1999-June 2000. 
 
Person of the Year, Association of Eritrean Professionals and Academics for 
Development, Washington, DC, Aug. 15, 1999. 
 
Writer’s Residency, Bellagio Study & Conference Center, Como, Italy, March-April 1998. 
 
Writing & Research Grant in Peace & International Cooperation, John D. & Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, Ill., Aug. 1994-Feb. 1996. 
 
Writer’s Residency, Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, Vermont, April, June 1992. 
 
 
 
 



PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Founder & Board Chair, Cape Ann Forum, Gloucester, Mass., 2001-present. 
 
Founder & Executive Director, Grassroots International, Boston, 1983-1990; member, 
Board of Directors, 1990-96; board member emeritus, 2003-present. 
 
Member, Board of Directors, MERIP: Middle East Report, Washington, DC, 1986-90, 
1993-98; Board Chair, 1988-90, 1995-98; Contributing Editor, 1982-86, 1998-present. 
 
Member, Board of Directors, Tesfa Delina Foundation, 2004-present. 
 
MiddleEastDesk.org, country expert (Eritrea, Ethiopia), 2006-present. 
 
Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures (EWIC) Scholars Database, 2005-present. 
 
Roster of experts, African Center for Strategic Studies, National Defense University, 
Washington, D.C., 2004-present. 
 
Roster of Experts, U.S. Foreign Policy in Focus, IPS, Washington, D.C., 1998-present. 
 
Faculty advisor, Students Taking Action Now: Darfur (STAND), 2006-present. 
 
Faculty advisor, The Simmons Voice, 2003-present. 
 
Member, African Studies Association, 2003-present. 
 
Member, Association of Concerned African Scholars, 2003-present. 
 
Member, Sudan Studies Association, 1999-present. 
 
Member, Eritrean Studies Association, 1997-present. 
 
Member, National Writers Union, 1982-present. 
 
Member, Board of Directors, Eritrean Development Foundation, Washington, DC, 1998-2002. 
 
Organizer & delegate, Women's Observer Mission to the Elections in Nicaragua, 1996. 
 
Research Fellow, African Studies Center, Boston University, 1981-85. 
 
Contributing Editor, Horn of Africa Journal, 1980-85. 
 
Member, Advisory Council, International Somali Studies Association, 1980-84. 
 
Contributing Editor, Africa News, Durham, N.C., 1978-83. 


